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Editor’s Introduction 
by Carole Lewis

I am very sad to be compiling this special 
edition of Grain as a tribute to John Butler 
but I am privileged to be helping to 
commemorate a loyal member and friend of 
Tonbridge Camera Club. This is a celebration 
of his love of photography, his loyalty to the 
club and its members, and includes many 
memories from his photography friends.

I had to include many tributes to several 
members during my 11 seasons as Editor 
of Grain for TCC; all were very sad, but 
this one especially so, because John, a 
longstanding and loyal member, has been 
lost in such terrible circumstances during 
the coronavirus epidemic and without 
many of his family and friends being able to 
attend his funeral to say goodbye. So this 
tribute is the way that current and former  
TCC members are remembering him from a 
distance.

John’s son, David Butler, asked whether this 
tribute could include the Eulogy from John’s 
funeral and Psalm 23, which was also read 
out at the service. Thank you to David and 
the rest of John’s family for allowing us the 
privilege. The Eulogy and Psalm 23 are on 
the next two pages.

If times were di�erent, the crematorium 
would have been full to over�owing with all 
John’s family and friends who wanted to pay 
tribute in person, but that was not possible.

Although many of us viewed the service on-
line, some could not hear all of the readings. 
There were also other members who could 
not access the service at all, but now we can 
all read what was provided by John’s family.

Following on from that contribution from 
John’s family, Colin Burgess - current TCC 

Chairman - gives his personal message as 
well as a brief overview of the enormous 
amount that John contributed to the club 
over the decades. 

After that I thought it would be relevant 
to include the article that John wrote for 
me in 2010 as part of the regular series in 
Grain where individual members wrote 
about their favourite photographs that they 
would take to a desert island: ‘Desert Island 
Photographs’, emulating the famous radio 
programmes.

In the pages after John’s article there are 
very many tributes from current and former 
members of TCC including accounts of their 
personal fond memories. 

Two other articles that he wrote for me in 
Grain are also included. (Incidentally, among 
his many roles within TCC, in the early 1990s 
John was actually the Editor of Grain for 
several editions.)

In addition there are some of the images 
that were taken at various events and 
outings such as the TCC Annual Outings 
by coach to various places and some Mini 
Outings. 

Finally there is a selection of John’s own 
images from the TCC archives. 

The front cover image shows John on 17 July 
2011 on the TCC Annual Outing in Oxford, 
complete with his photographic equipment, 
his famous Tilley hat and a big smile for the 
camera. 

The back cover image shows John in 2016 
at Ullswater in the Lake District, one of the 
areas that we know he loved to visit.
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My Dad

To us, Debs, Dave and Dawn, he was Dad. To Andy, Sarah and James he was 
Grandad and in the last two years to Ava he was Great Grandad. To Pat he was 
her soul mate, meeting in 1950 and marrying in 1956, celebrating 63 years of 
marriage last year.

In his youth Dad was an athlete, running cross country over Hayes Common for 
Blackheath Harriers, in all weathers. His interest in athletics abiding throughout 
his life, where he and Pat could be found shouting encouragement to all on the 
TV.

He loved �shing, both freshwater and sea. Joining my Brother, Dave and 
Grandson James over the years. My Brother reports that “He always seemed to 
catch more than me!” Dad spent many years involved in dog training and one 
dog became 5! All were obedient to Dad and following him everywhere.

I remember when photography became his passion. The loft became his 
darkroom and you were never quite sure who would be hanging up in the 
bathroom to dry. Photography was his enduring passion, and from the many 
letters and cards my Mum has received, we know that he was generous with 
his time and experience. Helping those who were new to photography with 
advice, and his vast knowledge and experience. He embraced new technology 
and the darkroom became his computer, where he produced numerous works 
of art of many genres. Indeed, we are told by many that you could never place 
Dad’s photographs because he varied their content so much. He was generous 
with his advice and I know his Grandson James will miss his little critiques of his 
stunning photos from the Isle of Skye. I think Dad would have loved to join him 
on an adventure to capture the northern lights.

His Granddaughter Sarah, found a poem written by James Metcalfe, which 
sums up how we feel about his photographs.

Photography.
A photograph is more than just

A gift to bring or send.
And more than just the likeness of

A relative or friend.

It is a kindly greeting and
A memory to hold,

Of happy times and pleasant things
However new or old.



www.tonbridgecameraclub.org.uk5Tonbridge Camera Club

It is a mirror that re�ects
Companionship and cheer.

And now and then the wistfulness that turns into a tear.

A photograph is something to 
Adorn a desk or wall.

Or carry in a pocket and 
Display to one and all.

It is a faithful portrait.
The smile that friendship shares
To add its sunshine and to show

That someone cares.

Over the last month Dad faced his cancer full on with courage, and fortitude. Every 
day he would contact us, and last thing at night it was important to him that he said 
good night. His Grandson Andy sent him many photos and videos of Ava, his Great 
Granddaughter, which I know made his day and lifted the spirits of all who saw her.

So as we come to this day I would like to �nish in the way of Ava, Good Night, Sleep 
Tight, and in the way of my Dad who was determined we should all STAY SAFE.

Psalm 23

A Psalm of David

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s 
sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy sta� they comfort me.

Thou prepares a table before me in the presence of mine enemies; thou anointest 
my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in 
the house of the Lord for ever. 
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Although John had told me of his 
diagnosis, it was still a great shock to 
hear of his untimely and sudden death. 
Characteristically, even though he was aware 
that he did not have much longer to live, 
in the conversations that I had with him in 
those last few weeks his focus was not on 
himself, but upon his family.

I write this tribute wearing two hats (sadly 
neither of them in any way as notable 
as John’s trademark Tilley hat), �rstly as 
Chairman of Tonbridge Camera Club and 
secondly as a friend.

As far as Tonbridge Camera Club is 
concerned, John was an integral part of its 
DNA. There are longer-standing members 
who will be able to recall in greater detail 
how much John did for the Club over the 
many years of his membership. 

He could be seen as a traditionalist, but was 
also able to demonstrate a real appetite for 
learning new techniques. I recall how just 
recently, after Damien Demolder had given 
a presentation on Street Photography, how 
John said that he had wondered whether or 
not to come to the evening as it wasn’t really 
‘his thing’, but that he was so glad that he 
had as he had learnt so much. 

John contributed so much to the Club, 
not just in respect of his service on the 
Committee, but also in the beauty and 
professionalism of his breath-taking images.

So now as a friend: John and I �rst got 
to know each other better when we sat 
together on the coach to and from one of 
the Club’s annual outings. 

As we shared something of our backgrounds 
and interests it became clear that John had 
a genuine interest in my family and other 
interests as well as my photography. I too had 
the opportunity to �nd out more about John 
and his rich journey through his long life. 

A few months ago I had been chatting with 
John at the Club and mentioned that I was 
interested in having one of my cameras 
converted to infrared – a photography 
technique with which John had created 
some inspiring landscape images that I had 
greatly admired. Without further ado he 
suggested that we meet over a co�ee and 
he would be happy to give me some good 
advice. 

So we met up at Brookside Garden Centre 
where we enjoyed co�ee (several cups, 
not to mention the cake!) and each other’s 
company whilst John told me everything 
that he knew about infrared, leaving me 
with plenty of printed information to pore 
over later! John was always keen to give 
from his generous heart.

John was an integral part of Tonbridge 
Camera Club and had given so much to the 
club over so many years. We will all miss him, 
sitting as he always did in his favourite seat 
in the front row, occasionally adjusting his 
hearing aid if it began to whistle a bit too 
loudly! 

We will also miss his world-class images, 
particularly his landscapes and wildlife 
photographs. He was such a skilled 
photographer and although we will see 
him no more, his memory will live on in his 
images.

Chairman’s Re�ections and Tribute
by Colin Burgess
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COOLING OFF by John Butler

RIVER LINES by John Butler
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Desert Island Photographs (originally printed in Grain in 2010)
by John Butler

Carole asked me to write an article on eight of my favourite images that I have 
captured over the last thirty odd years that I have been a member of Tonbridge 
Camera Club.  I really became interested in photography after many years 
working with people trying to train their dogs to behave correctly.

My interested was stirred after a short stay in the Lake District on the 
way home from a dog show in Aberdeen!  Previous to then my father had 
been interested in photography and I watched him several times at home 
developing glass plate negatives, which was the thing in those early days.  
I had dabbled a little but lost interest and when we got our first dog I was 
determined that it should be behave so I went to dog training classes and 
became very much involved with training dogs at that time.  Any way, once my 
interest was re-awakened following this stop over I quickly became enchanted 
with the area despite the fact that it poured with rain for the whole weekend!  

My first taste of the Lake District had made me determined to go back and 
start taking pictures again despite the weather and as a consequence I went 
on several trips up to the Lakes for many years after.  Some times, I would go 
up there more than once a year and I saw the Lakes in many of the moods 
and weather that can be found up there.  

My first picture ‘Early Morning on Derwent Water’ indicates how 
frustrating the Lakes can be as this was at the end of one of our holidays 
where it had poured with rain most of the time and the morning when it was 
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time for us to head back down South, everything changed!  

This picture was taken after we had left our lodging (Ferne Howe) and I just 
had to drop off in Keswick before we finally got on the A66 across to Scotch 
Corner and made our way home.  The conditions were ideal with hardly a 
breath of wind and this rowing boat just emerged out of the mist that was 
hanging over the lake.  

My second picture is one of the many record pictures that I have shot 
which also served as a very good learning curve as to how to develop films 
and manipulate the negatives to cut down on the tremendous contrast that 
one gets in our Cathedrals and Churches.  I used to go out with Clive Tanner 

and we used to spend a day in one Cathedral and then move on to another 
over the period of another long weekend.  It was a great learning curve but 
nowadays all the contrast can be controlled very well, by the various tools we 
have at our disposal in Photoshop.  
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My third picture is a picture of the ‘Blushing Jungfrau’ taken from our 
hotel in Wengen in Switzerland.  I was quickly becoming very attracted to 
lakes and mountains and this was our first holiday abroad to Switzerland. We 
had finished our dinner and were sitting outside on a terrace and I suddenly 

realised that the whole mountain was beginning to turn pink which is fairly 
common in the mountains with a setting sun and clear skies.  I rushed to get 
my camera and made the most of a rail on the terrace to support the camera 
and just managed to grab this shot before the light went!!!  I think I can still 
hear the cowbells ringing in the 
quiet of that particular evening.  

My fourth picture is ‘The 
Matterhorn’ which again was taken 
from our hotel room in the morning 
before breakfast.  Again we were 
lucky enough to have a balcony in 
our hotel in Zermatt and I had just 
looked out of the window and saw 
the mountain as it is with the moon 
just over the top. Fortunately, my 
tripod was in the room and I was 
able to set it all up and grab this 
shot.  

I looked out the next morning but 
by then, the moon had changed its 
position and the picture had gone! 
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My fifth picture is ‘From a bygone Past’ and it is from Slovenia.  We have 
visited Slovenia for several years now and in particular, Lake Bled as it is a 
very unspoilt country at 
the moment. 

This is a hayrack that 
is used for drying off 
the grass once it has 
been cut.  They used 
to be made of wood 
and concrete but new 
methods are creeping 
in and these racks are 
falling into decay.

This is in one of 
the many meadows 
around our hotel 
and I used to go out 
early morning before 
breakfast to capture 
this type of shot. 

I had to be quite 
careful when taking 
this picture to avoid 
any flare from the 
direct sun, which as 
you can see is hidden 
carefully behind the 
wooden post in the 
foreground. 

The hills in the background are the St Julian Alps, which are very majestic.  In 
the past, I have had the odd walk up into them and again, they are still very 
unspoilt.

Since David Dent sold ‘Ferne Howe’ and Lakeland Photographic Holidays, I 
have turned my attention to Scotland where we have some very good friends 
who live on the shores of Loch Ewe in Wester Ross.  Although it is very much 
further to drive, we are able to fly to Inverness where our friends can meet us 
when they go to their local club, which is Dingwall.
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 My sixth picture ‘The Bothy’ is a location which we always pass on the 
way to Aultbea which is our friends’ village and as the building is right beside 
the main road, I always feel that it either welcomes us on the way in or say’s 
cheerio to us when we are on the way back to the airport for our homeward 
journey.  

My seventh picture of ‘Antelope Canyon’ is a picture of a location 
that I feel is almost one of the Seven Wonders of the World!  I have been 
fortunate to be able to visit America twice and have visited this location on 
both occasions.  It is a slot 
canyon where the water can 
rush down and flood the area 
very quickly when it rains.  It 
is on American Native land 
and they will advise you not 
to visit this location if there is 
any chance of rain within a 
radius of thirty to fifty miles.  
Several years ago a group of 
tourists were caught up in a 
sudden deluge and swept to 
their death into the Colorado 
River several miles away.  It 
is a very beautiful place but 
obviously has to be treated 
with respect.  I have always 
enjoyed this picture and it is 
the picture, which won me the 
Leighton Herdson Trophy for 
the second time in the UPP 
Annual Exhibition.  
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My last picture and the eighth on my list ‘Beach Stroller’ is probably one 
of my favourite pictures of all time.  I can still remember showing the original 
version, which is the one in the landscape format, to Peter Greenwood one 
evening and asking his opinion of it.  I can still almost hear him saying that the 
right hand side of the picture looked a little empty and he suggested a crop off 
that side to create a picture in a portrait format. 

It involved quite a bit of work as the negative was on medium format film and 
I had to place the enlarger head right at the top of its column and project the 

image down onto the floor space in order to get the desired 20” x 16” size 
picture.  

All the hard work was well worth it though as the picture went on to win the 
Leighton Herdson Trophy for the first time and it was also accepted into the 
‘London Salon’s’ annual exhibition.  The resulting picture (shown on the next 
page) still holds its place as being my favourite of favourites and it was also 
one of my panel for my ARPS distinction.  
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I started my photography as a relaxation from the hum drum of commuting up 
and down to London every day and I still treat my photography as a means of 
relaxing.  Sometimes these days when I am photographing, I will just lift my 
eyes away from the viewfinder and just look around at the landscape 

and just enjoy the scene that is in front of me.  I never cease to wonder how 
the various lighting conditions can change from one minute to the next and 
although some people think that landscape photography can be fairly static, 
believe you me, that is very far from the case.  

The landscape is always changing and I enjoy every single moment of it.
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These are two more of John’s powerful landscape images 

APPROACHING STORM (One of  TCC’s  winning pictures from the Ross Cup 2015 print competition)

STORM AROUND THE COB
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Barbara Baldock:
I was already a member of TCC when 
John joined the club, more years ago than 
probably either of us would have cared to 
think about. John was a true club person, 
always stepping up when something 
needed to be done, always more than willing 
to share his photographic knowledge. 

My closest connection to John was when 
I was his Vice Chairman. He eased me in 
to taking over the Chair by allowing me to 
take the odd meeting and o�ering many 
hints and tips. Then, when I did become 
Chairman, he was very supportive as the 
Past Chairman. On re-reading the Grains 
from that time my Chairman's messages are 
full of "thanks to John Butler for (this)” and 
"thanks to John Butler for (that)”. He, along 
with all the other committee members of 
that time, made my time in the Chair an 
enjoyable one and full of happy memories. 

A �nal "thank you John", you will be greatly 
missed.

Brian Barkley: 
I considered joining Royal Tunbridge Wells 
Photographic Society when I moved to 
Tunbridge Wells. This was shortly before 
that club ‘closed’. I have always denied 
this was prompted by my application for 
membership. After consulting my brother 
who was a member and chairman of Thanet 
Camera Club, I joined Tonbridge Camera 
Club. He said I could not do better, he 
had heard nothing but good reports from 
members and guests alike. I was soon to 
learn the truth of this advice, with members 
such as Frank Coppins, Peter Greenwood, 
John Butler and many others I was made to 
feel at home.

We met at the YWCA building that was 
just big enough, with standing at the back 
and the smell of cats! Despite my lack of 
photographic knowledge, which persists 
to this day, I was thought to be worth 
cultivating.

Meetings consisted of very practical 
’hands-on’ sessions on all aspects of 
photography, lectures by visiting speakers, 
club competitions, outings and many mini-
outings. John was successful, competitive 
and relentless in entering his prints and 
slides on every possible occasion in club and 
county events. 

As a teacher I am well versed in the phrase: 
‘Tries hard but could do better!’ Just as you 
thought John’s photography couldn’t get 
better, IT DID!

Tonbridge Camera Club is well known for the 
quality of the artistic and technical nature 
of its photographs and John’s submissions 
were admired and envied by photographers 
throughout Kent and beyond. As a result the 
club was and still is one of the leading clubs 
in the county.

Personal Tributes From Current and Former Tonbridge 
Camera Club Members

Previsualisation (TCC Annual Outing to Maldon2009) by Brian Barkley
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To say that John will be missed must rank as 
an ultimate understatement. He will not be 
replaced. The greatest respect we can show 
will be to learn and try to emulate all that 
John did and stood for.
Thank you John.

Liz Boud: 
John was the nearest thing I had to a 
brother. He was always there for me no 
matter what. And during Ron’s �nal years he 
would come over and sit with him and talk 
endlessly about our holidays.

We had years of holidays the 4 of us cottage 
sharing, Wester Ross 5 years running, 
Northumberland, Wales and Norfolk, and 
many photographic rallies with UPP. On 
holiday Ron and John would go o� for the 
day in John’s car to �nd waterfalls and Pat 
and I would �nd tearooms and quirky gift 
shops. Towards the last few years we chose 
Norfolk, not so far to drive and no hills. John 
loved the boats and where there were boats, 
you would �nd a pub for lunch. 

I will miss him forever. 

Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk by Liz Boud Yurt in Brancaster, Norfolk by Liz Boud

John and Pat (TCC Annual Outing to Maldon2009) by Brian Barkley
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Dave Brooker:
I joined Tonbridge Camera Club some ten 
years ago and always had great respect for 
John with his friendliness and experience. A 
lovely character who will be greatly missed.

Graham Bunyan:
I was lucky enough to have known John 
for the last 14 years. He was always good 
company and ready listen to your troubles.

John was very knowledgeable and 
passionate in the world of photography. You 
could clearly see the impact of his emotions, 
values and beliefs. Always willing to help 
and share his knowledge with a camera or 
printer problem.

However it was always obvious to me that 
John had a great a�ection for our canine 
friends as it showed when he came to visit 
us and met our two dogs, and they loved 
him as well.

You always knew when John had a new 
camera or lens; he was like a little boy with 
his new toys.

I shall remember John with many fond 
memories:
Always ready to help.
Always ready to listen.
Always wearing his Tilley hat. 
I did wonder if he slept with it on.

Rest in peace John, we will all miss you.

Jack Casement:
It saddens me greatly to see another club 
stalwart is no longer with us.  He was a great 
photographer and a wonderful asset to TCC.

Denys Clarke:
It was with great sadness that I heard of 
John’s death; he was a stalwart of the club.

He was also a person of great character and I 
will miss the banter we often engaged in. He 
contributed a lot to Tonbridge Camera Club 
and its members.

He was called from us far too soon and 
we have lost a great photographer whose 
images were always an asset to the club. 

Wherever you are may your spirit run free 
and �nd some great images. Much missed.

Alan Cork:
I have known John in the formal setting 
of the Club Committee where he was 
always positive and quick to see injustices 
and anxious to have them corrected. We 
collaborated with Ann Paine to select 
images to represent the club. Such events 
could easily have been very di�cult with 
each vying to promote one image over 
another. However, it was always a pleasure 
to participate and learn from both John and 
Ann. Indeed, our selections this season were 
particularly successful, or are club members 
just raising the standard of their work!

John was more at ease with the social 
aspects of the club, especially when 
talking photography. A few years ago, I 
joined John and a number of other club 
members in Ormskirk for the PAGB Inter-
Club Competition where Tonbridge and 
Ashford clubs represented the KCPA after 

John at the portrait workshop January 2019 by Denys Clarke



www.tonbridgecameraclub.org.uk19Tonbridge Camera Club

winning the Ross Cup. He had been to the 
Lake District with several members from the 
club on a landscape photography holiday. 
We met in the car park as I drove in and from 
the smile on his face it was clear that he was 
thoroughly enjoying the experience.

In recent years I have helped set up the 
sound system, and John was always on my 
case to try to ensure that he could hear the 
presenter’s comments. This created quite 
a challenge for me because he sat in the 
front row while the club’s audio-speaker 
was invariably located near the back! One 
evening he came over to me and announced 
that in sheer frustration he had thrown his 
hearing aids onto the ground and they had 
broken but he had borrowed Pat’s and they 
worked just �ne! 

A competitive photographer, his work 
stood above his contemporaries. His 
enthusiasm never waned as he embraced 
new technologies and positively reveled at 
a chance to help other club members. We 
both had the same camera body and similar 
lenses. On the club outing to Ely we found 
ourselves photographing the same places 
at the same time and yet came away with 
di�erent images! John, always looked for 
what he considered ‘balance’ in an image. 
He was referring to the composition, but 

it could also be the lighting. At one image 
discussion evening where John was the 
leading mentor, I presented him with a 
close-up of a whale’s tail-�uke. This did not 
sit well with John. It was just ‘not balanced’. 
I eventually got it, but it still hangs in my 
bathroom to this day! 

Many of us were aware that John’s health 
was not all that it should have been in the 
last year or so, yet he never complained 
about it. I went with John to the opening 
of Clive Tanner’s wonderful exhibition at 
Rochester Cathedral where we were warmly 
welcomed and o�ered a glass of wine. John’s 
suddenly dropped out of his hand for no 
apparent reason. He was naturally morti�ed 
but no-one made a fuss and the afternoon 
was enjoyed by all. Nevertheless, it was such 
events that told us John was unwell. When 
I heard the news about John’s illness, I was 
not surprised but greatly saddened. I wrote 
to him not really expecting a reply. John did 
reply with characteristic stoicism and calm. 
From the tenor of his email it was clear that 
he felt he had had a wonderful full life and 
was preparing for the next and �nal step of 
the journey. I can only applaud his bravery 
under such circumstances, so typical of the 
John we all knew so well. 

With my sincerest sympathies.

At the Hawk Conservancy March 2018: John Butler in Focus by Alan Cork
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Peter Ditchett:
I �rst met John several years before I 
joined the club, approximately around 
the millennium. Our paths would cross on 
Tuesday at the Black Horse (where else?) 
when he would be attending Tuesday Club 
and I was just dashing in for a quick lunch 
before returning to work. 

John and Peter Greenwood were the 
founder members of Tuesday Club which is 
an informal gathering of retired members of 
Tonbridge Camera Club who meet for lunch 
and to put the world to rights. 

Originally, we would be on separate tables 
until one week the pub was particularly 
crowded and the landlord, Garry, asked me if 
I would mind sharing a table with the motley 
crew which at that time constituted Tuesday 
Club. I agreed and from there on the die was 
cast. I already knew a couple of the members 
and the rest of us quickly introduced 
ourselves. 

A few years later, when I retired, I joined 
Tuesday Club and Tonbridge Camera Club in 
the same week.

I quickly discovered that John was a very 
thoughtful guy who liked to check out 
things very carefully but then, when he had 
made up his mind, it would take dynamite to 
shift his opinion. 

He was very active in all areas of the club’s 
activities and was very competitive. He took 
particular interest in the club’s external 
competitions and one highlight of his year 
was the annual club print competition which 
until fairly recently was held every year in 
Connah’s Quay on Deeside. 

On one particular year’s expedition we 
decided to use some of our free time to 
spend a day in Chester. After a quick tour of 

the city highlights John made a beeline for 
Chester Cathedral to indulge his passion for 
architectural photography. He didn’t emerge 
until late afternoon when we gathered for 
the return journey to Connah’s Quay. 

At this point, consternation ensued. John 
had lost his hat. This was a tragedy. John 
and his characteristic hat were inseparable. 
A quick dash back to the cathedral proved 
fruitless and a disconsolate John had to 
return to Tonbridge minus his hat. He 
remained disconsolate until he bought 
a replacement and his customary smile 
returned. 

As well as Connah’s Quay John attended 
numerous photographic events and 
gatherings all over the UK and made many 
friends in the process. They and we will miss 
him greatly.

Mick Dudley:
I �rst met John in the mid 1970s when I 
joined Tonbridge Camera Club as a very 
keen novice, following a visit to the club’s 
exhibition in Tonbridge Castle the previous 
year. I was printing monochrome images 
at home and entered the print and slide 
competitions in Class 3.

The Chairman, when I joined, was Peter 
Greenwood and both he and John were 
already accomplished photographers and 
both encouraged and helped me work my 
way up through the ranks to Class 1. 

Once there they urged me to go for an 
ARPS which I thought was a bit ambitious, 
but they convinced me to go for it, rather 
than take the LRPS �rst, and they mentored 
me both with selection and darkroom 
processing.

I achieved my ARPS in 1987, which I couldn't 
have done without John’s and Peter’s 
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generous guidance. This has always been 
typical of John and I will miss his friendship, 
enthusiasm and, of course, his excellent 
images.

R. Keith Evans:
Apart from a brief period at Sevenoaks CC, 
I had never previously been a member of 
any camera club until in 1995 my wife Mary 
and I returned from a three-year sojourn in 
Norway. 

So to make new acquaintances I applied for 
membership of Tonbridge Camera Club and, 
in order to enter the various competitions 
in the appropriate Class, was asked to 
provide sample prints to a selection panel, 
composed at that time of Peter Greenwood, 
Malcolm Hedges, Clive Tanner and John 
Butler himself. 

In due course I joined the club and 
was made welcome by these skilled 
photographers. I well remember being in 
awe of John being a respected KCPA judge – 
he held the Associateship distinction of the 
Royal Photographic Society and was noted 
as a mentor in darkroom work to several of 
our club members. 

As well as competition judging he was 
also a valuable participant in the club’s 
‘Grainmakers’ print presentations to 
photographic societies around the southeast 
of England, from Dover in the east to 
Guildford in Surrey.

From 1998 to around 2004 John proved a 
very competent Treasurer, too, for the 
South-Eastern Region of the RPS, with 
its 1100 members. Kath Bull (later TCC 
Chairman), Paul Jenks and Clive Tanner 
were also on the Regional Committee, and 
together we organised such memorable 
events as a day's gliding at Kent Gliding 
Club, near Ashford, and an unrepeatable 

summer evening on the 'airside' at Gatwick 
airport.

John and I had a common interest 
in landscape photography and, not 
surprisingly perhaps, in fell-walking and 
gentle mountaineering. In John's case, not 
so ’gentle’, as I discovered one autumn day 
following in his footsteps (and tripod holes) 
up Ben Lawers in Perthshire – whose 3980 
ft. summit he had achieved six months 
earlier in the depths of winter, making some 
stunning snowscape images which won TCC 
competitions for him for years thereafter.

I also recall writing a piece about TCC for 
‘Amateur Photographer’ magazine’s regular 
feature on individual camera clubs, a 
number of John's pictures in due course 
appearing in print in September 1999. 

And for many years John was active as a 
member of the UPP Photographic ‘Postfolios’, 
and secretary of the Monochrome Print 
group which he encouraged me to join; so I 
enjoyed seeing, studying and learning from 
many of his exemplary prints and descriptive 
notes.

I know I'm not alone in treasuring John’s 
friendship over a quarter of a century; and 
like many others, learning and bene�tting 
from his good-humoured comments and 
advice. 

His presence at club meetings, invariably 
front row, �rst left, will be greatly missed.

Mu� Forbes:
John was always such a mentor and always 
had time and advice that so helped many of 
us, particularly when we �rst joined the club. 

Although I haven't been a regular attendee 
recently I will certainly miss him and 
remember him with fond memories.
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Dave Godfrey:
It was a great privilege to know John. 
Always a gentleman, always great company 
and always willing to share his passion for 
photography. 

I enjoyed many trips out with him (shown 
here with one of our regular car groups 
during the main outing last year) as well as 
exchanging critiques of our photographs. 

I will miss his friendship and collaboration 
greatly. Rest in peace my friend.

Don Foster:
I have been out with John on countless 
occasions. I rarely took a photograph of him, 
but the great memories I have of him will 
live on in my heart until my time arrives. His 
love of photography was a life long passion, 
and when his passion waned a little it was 
really easy to re-enthuse him. 

I feel it was an honour to be a friend of John 
and I will miss him greatly as I know will 
many others. Two of John’s other passions 
were cheeseburgers and a really huge dollop 
of mayonnaise. 

A few years ago John, Paul Higgins and 
myself were on holiday in the Lake District. 
We stayed in a hotel near Keswick where we 
were joined by another couple of friends 
of John's. On the night this story relates 
to, another couple had joined us for the 
evening, also friends of John. The hotel had 
joined a few tables together so we all had 
dinner at the same table. We all had a great 
dinner and as the evening drew on we had a 
few drinks and a really good laugh (anyone 
who ever met John would never forget his 
laugh) but this evening he was laughing so 
hard his false teeth shot out of his mouth 
and landed on the table between me and 
Paul. John grabbed them but was laughing 
so hard he had di�culty reuniting them 

with his mouth. The rest of the evening was 
a laugh at John's expense where numerous 
jokes relating to the incident kept us all 
in stitches. Paul suggested that I do an AV 
relating to the incident. John spent the rest 
of the holiday threatening me and Paul that 
if we ever mentioned the incident to anyone 
at TCC he would kill us! RIP John, thank you 
for the memories.

I will miss him greatly, our outings to air shows, 
and a multitude of other things. Above is an 
image taken at a TCC outing to Cambridge, it 

Taking a break at Arundel Wetlands Centre by Dave Godfrey

John in Cambridge (TCC Annual Outing 2015) by Don Foster
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rained most of the day but it didn't stop John 
having his beloved cheeseburger. 

As Dave Godfrey says, "Rest in peace my 
friend”; I am pleased I had the privilege of 
being a friend.

Richard Gandon:
I am truly sorry to hear of John’s passing. I 
learnt so much from him when he critiqued 
(positively) our photos at the Image 
Discussion Group. I also learned a lot about 
black and white photography during our 
occasional chats in co�ee breaks. 

He was a gentleman and an inspiration 
and will be sorely missed by me and the 
Tonbridge Camera Club. 

Joan Gow:
John was such a gentleman, always willing 
to help and pass on his knowledge of 
photography. Despite certain heath issues 
he always greeted us with a smile at the 

Camera Club’s Meetings. 

He was a very talented photographer and 
we shall miss seeing his great prints and 
PDIs. I shall always remember him wearing 
his distinctive Tilley Hat, which he wore on 
the Club’s Outings.

He will be missed very much by all of us. 
A great loss of such a caring and friendly 
person.

Peter Greenwood:
I �rst met John at Westminster Bank in 1952 
and we have been friends ever since.
We met at Norbury Sports Ground where 
John was a runner (very good too) and I 
played tennis. We went on to play water polo 
together for the Bank.

We travelled up to London on the train 
together to the Bank each day and I 
persuaded him to join Tonbridge Camera 
Club. I introduced him to the darkroom at 

In Brugge (TCC Annual Outing 2014) by Don Foster Couldn’t get his camera to work in Arundel by Don Foster

John in West Wittering by Don Foster John, Sunset at Beachy Head by Don Foster
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my cottage and he turned out to be a �rst 
rate landscape photographer especially in 
B+W and he went on to gain his ARPS.

I will miss my dear friend very much as he 
was my best friend. We spoke every day and 
even though I could no longer attend the 
Tuesday club he would pop in before going 
himself.

Miss you John.

Robin Harmsworth:
When I �rst joined Tonbridge Camera Club 
there were three very prominent characters: 
Brian Barkley, Peter Greenwood and of 
course John Butler. He was always very 
supportive of the club and its members 
especially if you wanted advice on 
landscapes.

For a few years I was the club’s PDI secretary 
and John was Slide secretary that meant we 
both had to prepare the competitions for the 
same night. We very quickly slipped into a 
great routine of setting up and helping and 
supporting each other. We would quietly get 
on then John would suddenly say “Robin can 
we focus check the slide projector please?” 
which we did; then he would say “shout 
when you want yours checked”. 

We were also connected through UPP 
(United Postal Portfolios) for a few years as 
well. The other thing I always remember 
about John was the �rst thing on arriving at 
club nights was him bagging his favourite 
seat before doing anything else.

John was always willing to quietly help 
and advise especially when I became Vice 
Chairman. We lost touch when sadly I had to 
stand down from my Chairman’s role and left 
the club, but recently we had been in regular 
contact due to our involvement with Peter G.
It is a sad loss to the club and his family but 

he will always be remembered by many, 
especially for the Tilley hat.

Rest in Peace John.

Michael Hart:
John was a friend and photographer who 
was always willing to share his knowledge. 
He was honest in his opinions and was not 
afraid to voice them when he disagreed with 
club policy. 

He will be sadly missed at the Thursday Club 
at the Black Horse during the summer break. 
I send my condolences to Pat. 

Paul and Lesley Higgins:
I have many memories of John. We had 
great fun when he came to Spain with Pat of 
course.

We went on a coach trip to the mountains to 
photograph a white village and castle. When 
we arrived the coach stopped and the driver 
explained where to meet him. 

John decided to go on without us, leaving 
Pat, Lesley and myself wandering down 
together through the streets. Looking for 
him, eventually we came to the bottom of 
the mountain, still no John. We had arrived 
at the bar where the driver told us to meet 
him so we sat down, had a beer and some 
co�ee but still no John. Other members of 
the coach party started to turn up; still no 
John. 

I was getting worried where he could 
have gone. Pat on the other hand was not 
bothered in the slightest saying if he missed 
it he would have to come home on his own. 

John’s Spanish (not up to much) made me 
worry even more by this time; we had been 
waiting for over an hour but still no John. Pat 
was not worried in the slightest. I now could 



www.tonbridgecameraclub.org.uk25Tonbridge Camera Club

see the coach coming up the road. I told the 
rep we had lost one of our party. He replied 
he will have turn up pretty quick, the coach 
is here. 

When the coach stopped I could see another 
�gure in the front of the coach with the 
driver: it was John. He had got on further 
down the road! We told him we were 
worried. He immediately told the rep o� for 
not looking after him. When we got home 
we re�ected on the day out. Pat insisted she 
would have left him there. 

On another occasion we went to Torrevieja. 
Pat and Lesley were going to look at the 
street market, so o� they went. I turned to 
John who disappeared by now without me 
knowing, so l found the nearest bar and had 
a beer and waited for him to come back. 

After about an hour I noticed this man 
coming towards me in a HAT. It was John 
smiling all over his face. I got some lovely 
images in the harbour so we went o� to �nd 
Pat and Lesley then went home.

John was very good with helping people 
with their photography. He would always 
help whenever he could. He will be greatly 
missed by everybody who knew him. 

A great man, a great photographer, an even 
greater FRIEND.

Marilynne (and Tony) Hill:
John was a hugely talented photographer 
who produced many memorable images 
and prints. He served on the Committee 
in many roles over many years and was an 
active club member to the end. 

He was invariably polite and punctilious, 
chivalrous and courteous – a true gentleman 
in the proper sense of the word. He gave so 

much back to the club and was extremely 
supportive of the sub-groups such as 
TONDIG and Image Discussion, which he 
attended regularly even when not acting as 
the mentor for the evening. The fact that he 
was awarded his APAGB for services to club 
photography says it all. 

The last time Tony and I saw John was 
on a mini-outing in March to the Hawk 
Conservancy at Andover and he seemed 
perfectly okay and �t that day, so we both 
have a really good �nal memory of him. He 
will be greatly missed.

Carolyn Holton:
John was such a friendly, cheerful and 
helpful man. I remember him always being 
ready to try to help me sort out my camera 
problems. My heart goes out to his wife and 
family. He will be missed so much.

Gavin Hoey: 
There’s going to be countless stories about 
John Butler and rightly so. His enthusiasm 
for photography was equally matched by 
his photographic skills but, more than that, 
it was his willingness to pass both on that 
made him so special.

So here’s one short anecdote from me: 
In 2015 I was asked to give an all day 
photography workshop for TCC members.

 As a ‘�nale’ I planned to do a portrait session 
using the Club Chairman as my subject. 
Unfortunately (or perhaps rather wisely) the 
Chairman declined my once in a lifetime 
opportunity to be my model and did it in a 
way that made it very clear there was going 
to be no negotiation. 

By chance John was within earshot of our 
conversation and, without prompting or 
asking what was involved, immediately 
volunteered to step in.
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John saved my demo but more than that, he 
understood what our photographer peers 
needed at the end of a long day listening to 
me drone on and on. During the demo he 
rolled with my punches, he gave me plenty 
of backchat and along the way he made 
everyone laugh out loud. Those are the 
memories I’ll be hanging on to.

I �rst met John the very �rst evening I came 
along to Tonbridge Camera Club, way back 
in the 1987/88 season. I last saw John at the 
last TCC meeting I could attend. 

John was more than just another member 
of the club, for me he was the cornerstone 
of what made TCC such an enjoyable club to 
be part of.

Rabah Ichadadene:
When I think of John I see his unique smile. 
I have only been a club member for the last 
two years, but I remember John as one who 
welcomed me and opened to me. I had the 
pleasure of his company during our last 
group outing, and had lunch and a drink 
with him. 

Gentle and friendly and says what he 
thinks (not enough like him). I admired his 
photographs too; all would agree with me 
that we have lost a great member and most 
of all a very good person. 

Rest in Peace. May the Lord bring comfort to 
his family and friends, as he will be missed.

Paul Jenks:
I �rst met John some twenty plus years 
ago at the camera club. He was then a very 
enthusiastic competitor in both club and 
inter-club competitions and indeed his 
photographs were always of a standard that 
one would aspire to. During my period as Club 
Chairman, although he was no longer on the 
committee, he was always a willing contributor 
with both advice and practical help. 

In later years I became even better 
acquainted with John at Tuesday lunchtimes 
where his help, enthusiasm and willingness 
to share information I will not forget. His 
lasting legacy to me to me is that I am now 
a better photographer as a result of having 
had the privilege of knowing him.

John Butler at the workshop portrait session by Gavin Hoey
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Carole (and John) Lewis
It was a great shock to hear the sad news 
about John Butler, who died on 14 April 
2020. We have known him since we �rst 
joined Tonbridge Camera Club in the 2001-
2002 season; John was one of the members 
who made us very welcome. Over the years 
we had many interactions with him at club 
and on numerous outings. He would always 
say “hello” with a big smile on his face and it 
was always a pleasure to talk to him.

In the 2008-09 season TCC won the Handley 
Shield, the Kent County Photographic 
Association’s annual slide competition for 
clubs in our area. One of the winning slides 
was John’s ‘Light on the Bothy’ shown below. 
As a result of winning, TCC represented the 
KCPA at the Photographic Alliance of Great 
Britain’s Slide Championships at Warwick 
University. John enjoyed the annual trips 
there with other TCC members.

From 2008, after I became TCC’s �rst External 
PDI secretary, John Lewis and I worked 
closely with John Butler because he was one 
of our selectors when we organised TCC’s 
entry for various competitions such as the 

KCPA’s inaugural ‘Diamond Jubilee Trophy’ 
competition for projected digital images, 
which TCC won. As a result of winning, TCC 
represented the KCPA at the PAGB’s national 
Inter Club PDI Championships at Warwick 
University (2010 was the �rst PAGB national 
event for PDIs after slides were dropped). 

TCC had also competed for several years 
in the FIAP Clubs’  World Cup, the PAGB GB 
Cup, the Orpington Battle, the Epsom CC 
Invitation Challenge and MIPS, again with 
John’s help with the selections. 

In addition to this, we organised the TCC 
UK Challenge against clubs from Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland, and the TCC 
Intercontinental against clubs from Australia, 
New Zealand and the USA. 

Although John had been upset that slide 
competitions were being dropped at local, 
regional and national levels, he embraced 
digital photography and helped with all the 
selections. Of course, at the same time, he 
still supported TCC’s slide competitions that 
continued long after most other clubs had 
dropped them. 

LIGHT ON THE BOTHY BY JOHN BUTLER
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There were many annual trips to Warwick for 
the PAGB PDI Championships where a few of 
us, including John, enjoyed seeing images 
entered by clubs from all over Great Britain, 
even in the years when we didn’t win the 
Jubilee Trophy to represent the KCPA.

A couple of examples are shown below.

There were also trips to the annual PAGB 
Print Championships in Connah’s Quay and 
Ormskirk, again irrespective of whether 
we were representing the KCPA or not. 

PAGB PDI Championships, Warwick July 2011 in warm weather

PAGB PDI Championships, Warwick July 2012 in cold weather
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Later, in 2015, when John was carrying out 
simultaneously the roles of both External 
Print Secretary and External PDI Secretary, 
he wrote an article for me in Grain about the 
selection process for TCC’s entry for the Ross 
Cup 2015, KCPA’s annual print competition, 
which we won. It is reproduced below. One 
of the prints, ‘Approaching storm’ was by 
John and a copy of it is shown on page 15.

John and I exchanged many emails over 
the years and his last message to me last 
September when we considered leaving TCC 
was: “Hopefully, we may meet up some time 

in the future as I have always enjoyed your 
company especially on the trips away to the 
various competitions that we have attended.” 

John was always keen to help TCC in any 
way he could. He was a keen slide and print 
worker who embraced digital photography 
as it became more popular, although he still 
produced excellent slides for many years. He 
was very pro�cient in all genres and all media, 
so his work will be sorely missed at TCC.

On a personal level, we will miss seeing him 
but we have many memories to cherish. 

How Our Ross Cup Images Were Selected
by External Print and PDI Secretary, John Butler

Our usual method of 
selection is that I have 
up to �ve ‘Selectors’ who 
make their own individual 
choices from the images 
that are shown on the 

night of the competition, irrespective of 
which Group the images are shown in or the 
judges’ marks.

The selectors then give me the titles of the 
images that they have chosen and I select 
our entry for the appropriate competition 
from these choices.

In the case of the entry for the Ross 
Cup, however, I was not able to do this 
and I obtained all the prints that had 
been entered and accepted in the KCPA 
Exhibition. This consisted of probably 30 
to 40 prints and I made my own personal 
selection.

Then I took all the prints over to John and 
Carole Lewis and together we made a �nal 
selection for the Ross Cup. Both Carole and 

John had already made their selections, 
which were very similar to my own, and then 
we had a fairly brief discussion as to which 
prints to use for our �nal entry.

I am very grateful to John and Carole for 
their assistance in this selection and we 
were all delighted by the end result which, 
in truth, was not really expected but was 
extremely welcome and exhilarating.

All three of us based our selection on 
attempting to select the prints which 
would not attract a low score as our past 
experience has shown that it is the lowest 
scoring pictures which lose you the victory.

This theory was con�rmed in the overall 
result because, although Eastbourne 
Photographic Society gained 2 merit and 2 
commended awards compared with our 1 
merit and 2 commended awards, they came 
second and we won because our lowest 
scoring pictures were marked higher than 
Eastbourne’s and so our overall total of 
marks (145) was greater than theirs (144).  
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Ann Paine:
I feel privileged to have spent time in John’s 
company, his passion for his photography, 
his endeavour to help others, his wonderful 
sense of humour and his caring manner for 
others around him.
 
We spent many a day in each other’s 
company either taking photos or working on 
behalf of the camera club.  I so enjoyed our 
many chats over a cup of co�ee and cakes.
 
Such a lovely man whom I will sorely miss.  
God bless you John.

Swales Parry:
My mate John Butler.

I have known John, a stalwart of club 
photography, since his judging days and 
from the start respected his opinions of mine 
and other people’s images. It wasn’t until I 
joined Tonbridge Camera Club that I got to 
know him personally. He was welcoming, as 
most members were, and his commitment 
to the club was obvious. I left the club when 
I moved to Surrey but John kept in touch 
and we had photographic outings, took 
pictures, some good and some not so good, 
but we always had a great time.

My lasting memory however will not be 
photographic but 18 across or 26 down.  
Both of us were hooked on the Daily 
Telegraph’s Saturday Cryptic Crossword. We 
would start about 10am and aim to �nish by 
11am.  If that didn’t happen, emails would 
go back and forth until we had �nished.
 
Doing the Saturday crossword will never 
be the same again but John will always 
be in my thoughts whenever I start it. It is 
especially poignant when the last email he 
sent me on Saturday 11th April read:
 
“Oh Dear Swales, must be very frustrating for 

you. Keep the old pecker up though, could 
all turn out o.k in the end. Take care and stay 
safe Mate.”

David (and Sonia) Peek:
The last week the Dicentra in my garden 
have been magni�cent and each time I’ve 
walked past them I’ve been reminded of 
a lovely day John spent with us last year 
photographing them and the bluebells. We’ll 
miss him.

Steve Peet:
I initially met John when I joined TCC way 
back. He was always at club and back in 
those days working in black and white. 
His work inspired me to set up my own 
darkroom. He always encouraged new 
members and was full of advice to get the 
best possible result. He convinced me to 
join C10, a postal portfolio run by UPP, and 
I remember our annual trips with fondness 
when all the members met up.

John was in his element walking, taking 
pics and talking photography all weekend 
usually over a pint at the hotel we were 
stopping at. A great character and friend 
that was the heart of TCC and will be sadly 
missed. 

Paul Penrith:
My memories of him, in addition to the 
Tuesday sessions at the Black Horse, are 
of trips and outings. He introduced me to 
both the PAGB competitions at Warwick 
and Connor’s Quay (later Ormskirk) and 
I introduced him to the Wildfowl and 
Wetlands Trust at both Arundel and 
Slimbridge. All these trips gave scope for 
his photography, even at the cost of his 
famous Tilley hat, which was lost in Chester 
Cathedral during a Connor’s Quay trip.

I will remember him as a regular assessor 
at the Image Discussion group, who could 
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be relied on to �ll in if a judge became 
unavailable. He always gave good advice 
and preferred to �nd the good points in an 
image instead of the �aws.

Nick Ryan:
Ever since I joined TCC ten years ago John 
has always been a very important part 
of what was happening. Never loud or 
attention seeking but solidly supporting 
the club and all of its members with a 
quiet con�dence no matter whether you 
were a new member or well established. 
Evenhanded and so knowledgeable, if 
I asked for his opinion he gave it with 
kindness and without bias, and he was 
always right. 

He led by example, and his examples were 
wonderful. With such an experienced eye, 
he knew how to compose his subjects and 
then how to maximise their strengths with 
clever and well controlled processing that 

appeared so natural and is the hallmark of 
an expert.

It has been an honour to have known John 
and I shall miss him enormously, but when 
he comes into my mind, as I know he will, 
it will be with a smile and the words “thank 
you”.

Pam Sherren:
It was a great shock to hear John Butler had 
died. He was always so full of life and energy.
 
I joined Tonbridge Camera Club nearly 
30 years ago and remember my �rst club 
meeting very well. I was warmly welcomed 
by John Butler and Peter Greenwood who 
both took me under their wing.
 
I was very sad to leave TCC when we moved 
to Devon about 15 years ago, but delighted 
to be able to rejoin as a country member. 
John o�ered to look after my prints and 

John Butler photographing Dicentra in David and Sonia Peeke’s garden
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enter them in print competitions for me. I 
could not have participated without him. 
Best of all, it was lovely to catch up with John 
when we visited the South East.
 
I am sure John will be sadly missed by 
everyone. He was helpful, kind, supportive, 
and a true gentleman. 

Chris Shore:
John was a member of Tonbridge when I 
joined in the mid 70’s ( that is 1970’s not 
1870’s). So I had known him ‘forever’ even 
going on holiday with him.

He is a sad loss to everyone who knew him 
and to your club.

Philip Smithies:
I last spoke to John a couple of weeks 
ago when he told me he had terminal 
oesophageal cancer and unsurprisingly 
he was extremely depressed but seemed 
resigned to the fact: “I’m eighty-�ve and I’ve 
had a good innings”. At that point, he didn’t 
know how long he had to live and so it came 
as a great shock to hear of his death so soon 
after his diagnosis. It is very sad that his 
family couldn’t be with him at the end and 
that so few people will be able to attend 
his funeral because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. I feel so sorry for Pat.

When I unexpectedly became TCC Chairman 
in the autumn of 2014, I relied heavily 
on John to show me the ropes when he 
generously agreed to become temporary 
vice-chairman for the remainder of the 
season. We’d meet every Wednesday at 
the now-defunct Lemon Tree in Tunbridge 
Wells where we’d consume co�ee and vast 
quantities of toasted tea-cakes whilst we 
addressed whatever issues the club was 
experiencing. What would I have done 
without his guidance?

I went on numerous outings with John and 
a number of other club members: Scotney, 
Arlington, Chilham, Rochester, Didcot Railway 
Centre and Warwick for the PAGB inter-club 
PDI Competition to name but a few. 

I have many happy memories of these visits 
but two particular ones come to mind…
John, Chris Rigby and I visited Didcot in 
September 2017. As you may know, both of 
them are stone-deaf without their hearing 
aids – and on this particular day they’d both 
forgotten them so the only way they could 
make themselves heard was by talking very 
loudly … and I do mean very loudly: my own 
hearing took a long time to recover. 

On a visit to a photographic event, John 
had agreed to give a lift to an acquaintance 
who didn’t stop talking for the entire 
journey both there and back. When he 
dropped them o� at their home, John and I 
exchanged knowing looks, simultaneously 
uttered the identical involuntary expletive 
and then couldn’t stop laughing!

I am one of many club members who are 
extremely grateful to John for his mentoring 
sessions and I picked up an enormous 
amount of invaluable photographic 
knowledge as a result. John would try 
anything – landscape, architecture, 
wildlife … the list goes on – and produced 
thousands and thousands of brilliant 
pictures. What an incredible talent – and 
how generously he’d share it. He was active 
in the club until the �nal few weeks in so 
many di�erent ways – for example, assisting 
the external competition secretaries in 
choosing images and he always took it 
very badly when an image of his or one 
he’d pushed to be included didn’t do well. 
Normally, of course, that didn’t happen: he 
had an extremely good eye for what would 
be successful.
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At the end of my term as Chairman, the 
committee agreed that it would award him 
the club’s ultimate accolade by making him 
an honorary member. On the night of the 
presentation, the three existing honorary 
members had all come along – they knew 
what was going to happen – and I laid it on 
with a trowel in my address to the club just 
how much these three had contributed. 
When I announced that John was going to 
be added to the list, his face was an absolute 
picture – if only someone could have 
photographed it.

Clive Tanner:
Memories of a friend.

I �rst met John Butler on the evening I joined 
Tonbridge Camera Club, he had joined a few 
weeks earlier so for that �rst season we were 
probably both in the beginners’ section. 
Under the guidance of several luminaries 
of that time, and, with his well-developed 
appreciation of landscape, John soon moved 
up to Class 2, producing many memorable 
images as prints and also in slide format. 
John had the ability and skills to recognise 
and capture the essence of a scene and used 
these skills to make �ne pictures in several 
genres, from macro to sport and from nature 
to record. 

Of course, his progress to Class 1 was rapid, 
his pictures were used in club battles and he 
featured when Tonbridge Camera Club won 
the Central Association Switch Shield. His 
artistry showed well when John achieved his 
ARPS and again when awarded DPAGB by 
the Photographic Alliance of Great Britain. 
He was awarded APAGB in 1999 for his 
service to club photography; John served on 
the Tonbridge CC Committee for many years, 
holding almost all o�cer roles including 
as Chairman. John represented Tonbridge 
on the KCPA Committee for several years 
including a period on the Judges’ Panel. 

Here he was always ready to guide newer 
federation judges having served for several 
years as a KCPA Judge and also as a well-
respected lecturer.

John was always happy to talk photography 
and help those who needed guidance 
but he was happiest when walking in the 
Lakeland Fells, taking great pictures and 
then enjoying the ‘chat’ over dinner at 
Fern Howe in Braithwaite Cumbria. We had 
wonderful times together and also with a 
group of good friends, I will miss him! 

 Farewell old Friend. 

Peter Tulloch:
John has been an inspiration to me since I 
�rst joined Tonbridge Camera Club. In those 
early days, and often since, he was always 
there or available for a helpful comment or 
encouraging word.

My earliest memories include the �rst annual 
presentation of awards (at Hildenbourgh?) 
when he and David Dixon cleared the deck 
of the club’s trophies. This they continued 
to do for some time before some managed 
to catch them up a bit. As I had my camera 
with me I asked to take their photos and 

John Butler at Bosham July 2004 by Peter Tulloch 
(TCC Annual Outing to Chichester & Bosham)
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they both had great di�culty in trying to 
hold them all. One or two dents may have 
been caused that evening. I have not been 
able to �nd those photos – they were in the 
pre-digital era.

With the start of digital photography and the 
introduction of Photoshop to ‘process’ our 
images, John was a constant source not only 
of the software but also techniques. I still use 
advice he gave me then in the processing 
of my images today e.g. the power of the 
Curves tool.

John was also a leading inspiration when 
selecting images for external competitions. 
He had an eye not only for taking good 
photos but also for seeing the winning 
photos of others. He was a major contributor 
to Tonbridge’s external competitions’ 
success.

He is a sad loss to us as photographers, 
for his photography – I hope that we shall 
see a sizeable sample of his considerable 
portfolio at some point to commemorate his 
photographic talent and eye for a photo.

John and Pat at the TCC barbecue, July 2001 by Peter Tulloch

TCC Annual Outing to Maldon, Essex in July 2009 by Peter Tulloch
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Claire Walter:
John will be missed. He was a great guy 
and for me so helpful. Especially on club 
outings: in Oxford, he would show me items 
to photograph and where to stand. Another 
time we were in Chester cathedral, the 
cathedral where he had his hat stolen! John 
would help me with the camera settings.

Having lunch with seven or eight of the guys 
each Tuesday. Tuesdays were the days John 
occasionally went to the Hadlow Osteopath. 
With permission from one of my neighbours 
he used to park his car. We used to walk 
there and back, and then he drove me to The 
Black Horse at Pembury.

Conversations were not always about 
photography, but mostly.

Brian Whiston:
It is with great sadness that I write this. John 
was good friend who I had known for many 
years. We all grew with the club and served 
on the committee for many years. When 
John �rst came along to the club he was 
more interested in dogs than photography. 
He very soon caught the photography ‘bug’. 
It wasn’t long before he was processing his 
own �lms.

By this time the ‘bug’ had well and truly 
gripped him. His mastery of making large 
prints soon had him entering competitions 
where he excelled. He also had a very good 
eye for seeing a good colour slide. John 
was very good at promoting the club and 
enjoyed arranging external competitions 
and battles. I well remember him giving a 
‘sign of the cross’ to anything digital, prints 
or slides. But as with many things he soon 
became a master of the art; the quality of 
his work and the technique he used were 
always outstanding. John was always keen 
to give advice to fellow members. 

Our committee meetings were always fun, 
along with the many club outings we shared. 
Pat, his wife, often came along and enjoyed 
the day. We have many memories from over 
the years.

 I sat next to John for many years (he 
regularly saved me a seat). I will miss him.
I will forever be reminded of the poem the 
‘Lonely Chair’ by Don Foster, it will have so 
much meaning. And I am sure it will bring a 
tear to my eye.

John Perkins: 
I have known John for over forty years, 
having met him when I joined the Tonbridge 
Camera Club. Serving with him on the 
Committee and also as Treasurer, I came to 
appreciate his sound common sense and 
good humoured temperament. I thought his 
ability as a photographer was outstanding. I 
am proud to possess one of his prints that he 
gave to me when I admired it. 

The Tuesday Club (Black Horse, Pembury) 
will be much poorer for his passing.

Nick (and Heather) Bodle:
A summary of my good friend John B
When I was asked to write something for my 
friend John B for Grain I could not have been 
more delighted to do so. When Pat phoned 
and said that John was in hospital before his 
diagnosis this was upsetting enough but to 
be told two weeks later he had passed away 
when I had only spoken to him a few days 
earlier, this was very hard to take. I had never 
known a man that was so �t and full of the 
joys of life, he would help anyone but he 
was a good friend to us and he will be truly 
missed.

Although I have not been a member of 
Tonbridge Camera Club for some time now, 
I have never forgotten my friends at TCC and 
John was one of these. When I joined TCC, all 
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those years ago in about 1982, John straight 
away took me under his wing. I soon found 
out I had a lot to learn about photography 
but it wasn’t long before John invited me 
to his home and was helping me to create 
wonderful photographs. 

We became great friends through this; he 
also invited me to join him on his yearly 
trips in March to the Lake District with a 
number of other well-known photographers 
known to the club, where we would walk 
the fells and you would hear the “Cor” of 
delight when John had a good picture. Our 
evenings at meal times with Lesley Dent 
and her wondrous cooking and the teasing 
that went on around the table and the roars 
of laughter that would erupt from John 
throughout the evening. 

I will remember the occasion on Red Pike 
when a huntsman in his regalia came up to 

me and tapped me on the belly and said 
“how did you get that up here lad?”.  The 
expression on John’s face was an absolute 
picture at the cheek of the man and then 
the laughter that followed. There was a ditty 
read out one evening about us all and the 
paragraph for John went:
‘There’s Jovial John, the Butler man, 
Whose company’s never boring. 
You always know when he’s about -
You can’t mistake that “Cor!”-ing’. 
And that says it all really. These were great 
times that I will never forget. 

On one of our trips I purchased a new 
waterproof coat and Katrina who worked 
in Rathbones I had got to know, we had a 
little banter but John decided he wanted 
one of these coats as well. What he didn’t 
tell me was he hadn’t told Pat. A few weeks 
later we were all in the Black Horse having 
a meal with friends who had come down 
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from Grimsby, Len and Jean Holman. Also at 
the meal were John, Pat, Peter, Beryl, Brian, 
and a few others from the club. Pat said to 
Heather “did Nick get some shirts while he 
was in the Lakes”, “yes” was Heathers reply, 
“did John like his new coat?” she added. 
Well, John just wanted drop through the 
trap door that was just behind him. This fell 
into Peters lap, as I’m sure you are all aware 
of Peter’s candid humour when it comes to 
someone’s downfall. John took it in all good 
fun but Heather didn’t get o� lightly either 
as Peter did tease her as well. “If you have a 
secret, don’t tell Heather” were his words. 
On club evenings Peter did not let Heather 
forget it either.

It was John and Peter who encouraged 
Heather to join Tonbridge Camera Club 
sometime in the mid-nineties and John 
o�ered encouragement to her as well as he 
did everyone. 

He also invited me to join him in UPP and 
to join Circle 10 that he was a member of, 
although I had heard a lot about UPP because 
quite a few members at the club were 
members. I did not know what to expect. 
Although we shared images as a group, we 
also had rallies and our yearly AGM. 

John was also the competition secretary at 
the time and he asked me to help him. We 
had some great days at Liz and Ron’s making 
the selection for the exhibition. Then there 
was our setting up in Birmingham but this 
would always be followed by an evening 
of laughter and chasing the whisky along 
the top shelf. There were just so many, we 
never made it to the end and the following 
evening we would have forgotten where 
we had left o� so we would start all over 
again. John was always a delight to be with 
and those evenings at UPP were always fun 
when John was around. The same applied 
on all the rallies we went on. Pat joined us 
on these; she would be company for Heather 
while John and I were o� taking pictures. 
Fantastic memories.

When we left Tonbridge Camera 
Club and moved to Cornwall it 
was one of the hardest things 
we had ever done: leaving our 
friends at the Club, but John 
never forgot us and would phone 
every now and again for a chat 
and to update us with all that 
was going on. He will surely be 
missed by all but we will really 
miss him. I will certainly miss our 
conversations over the phone 
and the banter we had whenever 
we would meet up. 
RIP JB.

John and Pat at one of the last UPP Circle 10 Rallies John attended

One of the last UPP Circle 10 Rallies John attended
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These next 8 pages show a selection of pictures taken at events 
and outings over the years, from 1985 to 2018

This is the earliest photo from Grain records of a Tonbridge Camera C lub Committee, circa 1985. John is on the far left. 
Can you spot Malcolm Hedges, Mick Dudley, Peter Cope, Brenda Whiston, Peter Greenwood and Brian Whiston among the rest?

Clive White, John Butler and Sid Bone at the PAGB Slide Championship at 
Warwick in July 2006 by Peter Tulloch

July 2001 at the club barbecue by Peter Tulloch
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Tonbridge 3D lecture March 2011 by Clive Haynes

TCC Presentation Evening May 2011

John with Graham Bunyan (TCC Annual Outing to 
Maldon 2009) by Brian Barkley
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TCC Annual Outing to Oxford July 2011 by Mick Dudley

Pat and John (TCC Annual Outing to Oxford July 2011) by Carole Lewis

Pat and John (TCC Annual Outing to Oxford July 2011) by Carole Lewis
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TCC Annual Outing to Leigh-on-Sea and Southend-on-Sea
 July 2012 by Joan Gow

TCC Annual Outing to Leigh-on-Sea and Southend-on-Sea July 2012

TCC Annual Outing to Leigh-on-Sea and 
Southend-on-Sea July 2012 by Peter Tulloch

Mini Outing to Dungeness Sept 2012 by Denys Clarke
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TCC ANNUAL OUTING JUNE 2013: HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, BOSHAM BY JOHN BUTLER

TCC Annual Outing at Bruges 2014 by Mick Dudley
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TCC Annual Exhibition at Tonbridge Castle 2015 by Chelin Miller

TCC Annual Exhibition at Tonbridge Castle 2015 by Colin Burgess

Presentation Evening May 2015 by John Hunt
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TCC Annual Outing to Ely June 2016 by Carole Lewis

TCC Annual Outing to Cambridge June 2015 by Carole Lewis TCC Annual Outing to Cambridge June 2015 by Carole Lewis

Group Photo (TCC Annual Outing to Cambridge June 2015) by Mick Dudley
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Now is a good time to check your settings (TCC Hawk Conservancy Mini Outing  March 2018) by Paul Penrith

EAGLE OWL LANDING (TCC HAWK CONSERVANCY MINI OUTING MARCH 2018) BY JOHN BUTLER
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Competition Pictures (originally printed in Grain in 2014)
by John Butler

The question is: “How 
much time do you spend 
on selecting two pictures 
ready for the next print or 
PDI competition?” It seems 
to be commonplace these 
days for members to have 

a good old whinge at the mark they were 
awarded for a picture, or what the judge 
said about their picture, or what the judge 
apparently missed in the picture after the 
event.

Everybody blames the judge for missing 
this, that or the other and, of course, it is 
always the judge who is at fault for missing 
certain things in the picture. May I suggest 
that before the photographer starts blaming 
every body else, they take a closer look at 
their picture.

Speaking from my experience as a retired 
KCPA Premier judge, I would o�er this 
advice: please remember that the judge on 
the night has about a minute to sum up a 
picture and comment on it. This gives him 
or her anywhere between 5 to 10 seconds 
to take in everything in the picture, so if 
the photographer wishes the judge to pick 
up a certain aspect of the picture, then it is 
up to the photographer to make sure that 
the feature they want noted is clear in the 
picture and hits them straight in the eye.

In other words, create a picture with impact 
so that it stands out and makes the judge 
take note of it. In days past, the print and 
slide secretaries used to, almost without 
fail, insist that the judge had the images 
beforehand in order to assess them closer 
and hopefully give a better assessment of 
the picture. These days, this practise is far 
from the norm and very rarely happens; so 

don’t blame the judge if he or she misses the 
point. The problem is with the photographer 
who has not made the point clear enough 
when producing the picture.

About a week before entries are due to 
be handed in, I personally have a print 
continuously on show somewhere in my 
sitting room and every time I walk past it, I 
glance at it to see if it has any problems that 
I think the judge may pick up on. Features 
such as intrusive highlights or blocked 
up shadows are very quickly spotted and 
recti�ed before the handing-in night.

Another thing is the fact that when the 
photographer actually took the picture, the 
adrenalin was running high and this was the 
‘picture to beat all pictures’ at the time of 
taking. I know of some photographers who 
will just download their pictures and then 
leave them for about two or three months 
before starting work on them and by that 
time the adrenalin has quietened down a bit 
and then one tends to take a more rational 
view of the original picture.

Very often, if I am in doubt over which 
picture to put in, once I am sure that the 
pictures are OK technically, then I will hand 
them to my wife and let her make a cold 
choice and that always works well.

Everybody has a di�erent point of view 
and all the judge is doing is commenting 
on how the picture appears to him or her 
immediately it goes up on the screen or 
in the print box; so produce a picture that 
you think has impact and the focal point is 
dominant in the picture.

Another judge may have a completely 
di�erent point of view on your picture but 
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*********************************************************************************

that is the way photography has always 
been and no two judges will have the same 
point of view. 

Another point to remember is that the 
judge is just voicing an opinion and the 
photographer can either take any advice on 
board or reject it entirely. Remember, the 
judge has had a brief moment to take your 
picture in and what he or she says is entirely 
their opinion and it is an opinion of the 
impact that your picture has made on them. 
Remember that you have put your picture 
in for appraisal and you must therefore be 
willing to accept adverse comments as well 
as good comments. 

In the old days, we used to go round to 
the pub afterwards and have a good laugh 

about some of the results and it was fun 
in those days.

After all photography is our hobby and not a 
matter of life and death. Photography is my 
relaxation and there to be enjoyed by all and 
I will always put in a picture I like rather that a 
picture that I think the judge will like as that 
system always seems to rebound back on me.

Finally, Baden Bowen mentioned in his talk 
on 6 November that he had listened to the 
judges that had visited his club and learnt a 
lot about pictures, which I would thoroughly 
agree with. Listen to the judges because 
they see your picture from a completely 
di�erent point of view and although they do 
slip up sometimes, they usually get it right 
most of the time.

COMMON TERNS HAVING A SPAT BY JOHN BUTLER

Winner of the Best Natural History Print Trophy in the TCC Annual Exhibition 2018



www.tonbridgecameraclub.org.uk GRAIN: John Butler Tribute 202048

These next 16 pages show a small selection of John Butler’s 
pictures from the Tonbridge Camera Club archives

HIGH ALTAR, TEWKESBURY ABBEY

CHURCH PANORAMA
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HIGH ALTAR, ST. MARYS CHURCH, OLD HUNSTANTON

HIGH ALTAR SALISBURY CATHEDRALSIDE CHAPEL SALISBURY CATHEDRAL
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RED KITE SOARING

KINGFISHER TAKING OFF
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BLACK-HEADED GULLS IN DISPUTE

GREAT CRESTED GREBE (PODICEPS CRISTATUS) EATING CATCH 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE WITH CATCH
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KINGFISHER WITH CATCH GREY WAGTAIL WITH DAMSELFLIES

PEREGRINE FALCON
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BIRD WATCHING

GREAT GREY OWL
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HARVEST MOUSE ON ROSE HIPS

HARVEST MOUSE ON CORN
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LAUGHING MONKEY

CAGED IN
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I AM WATCHING YOU WATCHING MESELFIE

RED ARROWS



www.tonbridgecameraclub.org.uk57Tonbridge Camera Club

MALE BROAD BODIED CHASER (LIBELLULA DEPRESSA)

BLUEBELLS

RUDDY DARTER (SYMPETRUM SANGUINEUM)
 DEPOSITING EGGS                      

THE LOST SHEEP
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SCOTNEY CASTLETHREE FISHES AT BOULOGNE

GOING - GOING - GOING
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MELLON UDRIGLETHE CALLANISH STONES

THE ALETSCH GLACIER
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TREES IN SNOW

WALKING IN SNOW
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SWAN LAKE

THE RED BUCKET
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DAWN LIGHT ON GOLDEN CAPE

TOWARDS AN TEALLACH
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ROUGHTING LINN




